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Technology at  

Mel Maria  

Catholic Primary  

School
Children today are growing up in a world that is different to the 
one we grew up in. They have been born into a world where 
technology is an integral part of everyday life. We need to create 
students who are lifelong learners, innovators, and responsible 
global citizens. Our children need to be equipped with the skills of 
critical and creative thinking, communication, and collaboration. 

iPads allow our students to become authors, movie directors, 
graphic designers, coders and artists. The iPad enables students to 
develop technology skills using both Apple and Microsoft tools.  

iPads do not replace teaching. Teachers still teach and students still 
use pen and paper and read books from the school library.

#MakingADifferenceEveryday



Device

WI-FI 

8th Generation iPad 
or newer

Currently older iPads can be used if they support the latest 
iPad OS 15.7, but this could change next year with Apple or 
Microsoft updates. 64GB devices can be used as long as 
students monitor the space available on their device. 
Students are encouraged to save their work into Microsoft 
OneDrive.
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Case
iPads should be be brought to school in a secure 
case. A strong case will assist in minimising 
breakages and other mishaps that may occur on 
the journey to and from school as well as during 
class. Cases with keyboards are recommended. 

It is essential the case covers the edges of the iPad 
and the screen so that if an iPad is dropped on the 
screen, it will reduces the impact on the glass. 

We also recommend a case that allows the children 
to easily access headphones and charging ports as 
these are features that will be utilised regularly. 
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Students will be required to supply their own 
headphones for school to allow them to fully 
utilise the many multimedia features of their 
device. We recommend a cheap pair, and 
these are available at most stores. 

The type of headphones is a personal choice, 
however, we do recommend over the ear 
headphones. These allow children to block 
out external sounds and the volume does not 
need to be turned up as loud in order to hear.

Headphones
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Apple  
Pencil
Apple Pencil is a digital stylus that allows 
students to annotate, write and draw. It is 
available for the 8th or newer generations 
of iPad and is an optional accessory. 
Other forms of styluses can also be 
purchased by parents. 

The digital stylus is not compulsory and it 
is up to parents if they would like to 
purchase the technology. 
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Apps
Students will require a core set of apps. The school 
will be responsible for purchasing all the 
educational apps which will automatically appear 
in the “Self-Service” School portal for students/
parents to install. 

The Catholic Education Office has allocated all 
students their own Microsoft school account. In 
the first week of the term, they will receive their 
usernames and passwords and all apps will be 
configured to their account.

#MakingADifferenceEveryday

iStopmotion BookCreator



iTunes  
Accounts

Students will be provided with a student iCloud 
account linked to their CEWA account. This is a 
special educational account which provides 200GB 
of iCloud storage. The account does not allow 
purchases from the Apple Store. All educational 
apps will automatically be pushed out to all 
students’ devices via the Self-Service Portal. 

Other iTunes accounts are not required. However, 
families will need to create their own iTunes 
account to purchase personal apps. Legally, these 
accounts must be in the name of an adult. The 
school recommends Family Sharing accounts. More 
information can be found in the link below. 

h"ps://www.apple.com/family-sharing/ 

Family Sharing of iTunes Accounts
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To help parents manage their child’s device, the school 
recommends parental supervision tools. 

iPads come with the ability for parents to set parental controls which can 
block or limit specific apps and features. Some settings could have an effect 
on what the child can do at school. Therefore the school recommends 
parents use ”Jamf Parent” which is part of the school’s Mobile Device 
Management (MDM) system. Jamf Parent allows parents to restrict 
individual or categories of apps, iPad functionality and schedule homework 
time or bedtime by using device rules. All settings applied by parents will 
not impact  what students are doing at school. For Jamf Parent to work, 
iPads will have to be wiped and linked to the school’s MDM.  Devices can be 
brought in anytime this term, or early next year.  

Parents can purchase commercially available services like Family Zone. 
Family Zone allows parents to manage screen time, limit online gaming and 
social media, set bed and study times and a lot more.

Device  
Management

iPad Parental Controls 

hJps://support.apple.com/en-au/
HT201304

iPad Parental Controls 

Once the iPad has been linked to the 
school’s MDM, parents can follow the 
instructions  below to apply restrictions: 

hJp://www.melmaria.wa.edu.au/assets/
2022/Jamf-Parent.pdf 
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JB HIFI School Portal

For more information, please click here

http://www.melmaria.wa.edu.au/assets/2023/JB-Hi-Fi-Education-BYOD-Toolkit-for-Parents-melmaria20231.pdf


SeSng Up  
Your New iPad

After you have purchased your new iPad, please bring it to the 
school where the devices will be wiped to install a school profile 
on it. This  enables  iPads to access the school WI-FI, and all the 
school required apps will be installed. Passcodes can be easily 
reset and iPads can be placed into “Lost Mode” if misplaced or 
stolen. This process will also provide you the ability to use all the 
functions available in Jamf Parent to set restrictions and apply 
rules to your child’s iPad.  

The MDM profile can be installed on iPads that have not been 
wiped. School apps can be downloaded, however, parents will not 
be able to use Jamf Parent as many of the options will not be 
available.  Resetting passcodes and enabling Lost Mode is also not 
available. 

The school cannot monitor the iPad when it is off school WI-FI. 
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At Mel Maria Catholic Primary School an iPad is a 
privilege and not a right. Our Information 
Communication Procedure can be found on our 
website. We believe that teaching our students to 
be good global citizens is important in helping 
form well rounded members of our community. 

It is important for children and young people to 
learn about cyber safety and know how to deal 
with issues that may arise. We also recognise that 
parenting in a digital world is a challenge, and as 
such endeavour to support parents along this 
journey. 

Procedure
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Appropriate  
Care of iPads

We recognise that iPads are a significant investment for 
parents in their child’s education and as such take every care 
to ensure the devices are well looked after at school. 

iPads must be carried to and from school in their bag and 
must have a cover which protects the front and back of the 
device. 

We ask that iPads are brought fully charged to school each 
day. iPads are not allowed to be used during recess or lunch, 
as we encourage students to go outside and play. 
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Be Kind and 
Considerate

Technology is a part of our children’s lives 
and we must teach them to be good global 
citizens. At Mel Maria Catholic Primary 
School we work hard with the children to 
ensure they understand the importance of 
speaking kindly to people in person and 
online. 
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